
 

 

Kearney Park Board Minutes—Thursday, January 20th meeting 

 

 

On Thursday, January 20th, 2022 the Kearney Park Board met for its 

monthly meeting in-person and via zoom.  Dan Holt called the 

meeting to order. Members present were Kristi Mayo, Nick 

DiBenedetto, Jon Costa, Lisa Cheesebrough, and Dan Holt. Staff 

members present were Eric Marshall and Ryan Marcotte.  

 

Eric Marshall administered the oath of Office to Ali Jorn, and he 

became a new Park Board member.  

 

Park board minutes from the November 16th, 2021 meeting were 

presented, with Nick DiBenedetto making a motion to approve the 

minutes, and Kristi Mayo seconding the motion…the motion was 

approved unanimously. 

 

Public Requests and Petitions: BSA North Star District petitioned 

the board to be allowed an overnight campout on February 18th, with 

activities including their Klondike Derby event happening during the 

day on February 19th. Kent Carlson was unable to attend, so Ryan 

Marcotte explained that the scouts were looking to have an overnight 

campout on the 18th, and get up on the 19th to do their sled-based 

orienteering event with multiple stations throughout the park. He did 

mention that the sleds are all wooden, with no metal skis to gouge or 

leave ruts in the ground. He recommended approval, pending blocking 

the road where necessary for safety, as well as using contained fire-

pits, and naming the City of Kearney as an additional insured for the 

event. Dan holt mentioned that he’d like to see walking trails noticed, 

and Jon Costa said that there should be additional police patrols, as 

well as contacting the fire dept to make them aware. Ryan said that 

they would talk to the police chief about those suggestions. Jon 

Additionally said that he wanted to make sure the scouts aren’t cutting 

down trees in the park for firewood. Nick asked if there will be a 

contract, and Eric said that there would be a park reservation 

agreement, as well as receiving their insurance naming the city as an 

additional insured. Lisa Cheesebrough made a motion to approve the 

campout, and Nick DiBenedetto seconded the motion. The motion 

was approved unanimously. 

 

Old Business:  



  

 

Dog Park: Eric informed the board that the Dog Park accessories 

have been installed, and that it has exceeded staff expectations. He 

said that there has been a lot of positive feedback regarding the 

equipment. He said that staff would like to get more equipment with 

the new budget, as well as sunshade structures similar to what exists 

in the Lions Park splash pad area. He mentioned that the park benches 

from the previous Lions Park would be installed along with the shade 

structures. 

 

Lions Park Concrete Repair: Eric told the board that Mega KC has 

reinstalled concrete panels at the bandshell, at the western shelter, and 

addressed drainage issues behind the new bathrooms at Lions Park. 

Staff believes this will solve the drainage issues in Lions Park, but 

mentioned that the performance bond is still in place, in case they 

need to address the issue further. 

 

Christmas Parade: Eric reported the Christmas Parade was a great 

success, but that many people had mentioned that candy throwing 

needs to be ended, as it’s a major safety hazard, being in the dark. Jon 

Costa recommended that someone walk along each side of the floats 

closer to the curb and hand out candy. Ryan pointed out that the 

Kearney Parks and Rec float is a 2x award winner, winning the Best 

Bulldog Spirit award.  

 

 

New Business–Winter Sports: Ryan told board that Winter Basketball 

is ongoing, with 123 children enrolled. He mentioned that games have 

started, and that everything is going well. He also mentioned that 

Spring Sports signups had started, and there had been a good response 

thus far. Ryan mentioned that Lindsey Winton takes care of game-day 

responsibilities for Basketball, Baseball, Softball, T-Ball, Football and 

Volleyball, and Carrie Tourney takes care of game-day 

responsibilities for Soccer, and they both do a great job.  

 

Ali Jorn brought up starting a Spring Pickleball League for youth, and 

Eric said that we need to work around other sports to have maximum 

effect on enrollment. Ali recommended Sunday afternoons, and staff 

agreed. Jon recommended having camps in the summer to teach youth 

pickleball.  

 



  

Budget: Eric informed the board that staff is working on the budget 

for the next Fiscal Year, and that staff would be putting in for a parks 

truck, as the current one is a 2006 model. He also mentioned that staff 

wants to get more Christmas decorations in the budget for downtown 

Washington street. Additionally, he mentioned that staff is ordering a 

new hand auger for post hole digging. 

 

Lions Park Irrigation: Eric informed the board that staff is sending a 

recommendation to the board of aldermen to approve a proposal for 

irrigation at Lions Park, and that the company uses the E-Verify 

system as required by the state. He anticipates a March starting date 

for the irrigation project. 

 

Old Firehouse Upgrades: Eric mentioned that the window supplier 

said that the windows are estimated to be 4-6 weeks out for the 

firehouse project. He said that the siding would be installed after the 

windows, and that Jim Eldridge is looking at the possibility of doing a 

new roof on the building. 

 

Amphitheater: Ryan told the board that the board that staff is 

working on lining up concerts for 2022, and that they are planning a 

regular, full season starting with Blues Fest on Memorial Day 

Weekend. And that there would likely be 8 shows. He also mentioned 

that the new motherboard for the sound board is in our tech’s hands, 

and that he would also be pulling new cat-6 cables to the front of 

house position to alleviate the intermittent cut outs and popping in the 

speakers. He also mentioned that there is a cable at the venue that can 

be placed over the top of the earth in case of emergencies, and that it 

will reside at the amphitheater. Nick asked about the security system, 

and Ryan mentioned that the new ADT security system is installed, 

and that heat sensors replace the smoke alarms, allowing for far less 

false-positives. 

 

 

Board Comments- There were no board comments. 

 

ADJOURNMENT    

With there being no further business on the agenda, a motion was 

made by Nick Dibenedetto and seconded by Ali Jorn to adjourn to 

Tuesday, February 15th, 2022. The motion carried. 

 
 

 



  

Approved: _____________________       Connie Crawford Chairperson   

 

 

Julie Jones______________________     Secretary 

 

 
 
 
 
 


